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Instructions
Gear Krieg Building 3
Small Ruin

World War II brought devastation on an unprecedented scale to Europe. Add a touch of disturbing authenticity to your wargames. This paper model requires quite a bit more work and more creativity than a regular unruined building, but the results are worth it. It's possible to make multiple versions of this model without making them look identical.

While the model is designed for Gear Krieg, it can easily be used for Heavy Gear or Core Command (low tech, of course). If you'd like it the same scale as the futuristic Heavy Gear buildings (12mm scale), simply print it at 80%.

If you're a microarmour fanatic, printing out the building at 50%  will scale it to your miniatures. Building a tiny house is not as hard as you think. It is, however, harder than building an unruined building.

Instructions

1. Cut out the main section.  Unlike most models, some scoring will probably be desirable on this model. If you're going to do it anywhere, score along the bottom edge of the main section (first page), ie, right in the middle, between the inside and outside of the model. Fold the model in half, and glue securely. As white glue can warp the model, often severely, press the model between a few books to make sure that it's flat. Wait until the glue dries before working further on the main section.

2. Follow a similar procedure with the roof section on the second page, as well as the floors. You'll probably want to score the edges. There are three floor sections; the one with the rubble-like appearance is the ground floor. It's not, strictly speaking, necessary to double up on the floor for this section, but it will make the model stronger. There's also an optional gate, which can be folded in half to show both sides.

3. At this point, you'll have to decide what your ruin will be like. It's possible to make an intact, fire-wracked building, but the model works best with chunks missing from the walls and roof.  Decide what your ruin will look like and cut away the parts which don't fit your ideal. Have a look at pictures of the Western Front to see how buildings traditionally collapsed in Western Europe. Remove tabs as appropriate; for the most part, they won't be necessary, but they're there if you really need them.

4. Your model will look even better if you cut out the doors, windows and jagged holes in the walls. The window can be scored and placed ajar. The gate can be completely cut out and replaced with the gate from the second page.  This part is strictly optional.

5. Score the inner edges of the walls in the corner to avoid unsightly bulges. You may wish to score the walls on the outside, also. Make sure you don't cut right through the model.

6. Fold the basic building together to form a rectangle. The tab on the side can be used, but isn't really necessary (and may have been cut off already, depending on the shape of your ruin).

7. Glue the ground (rubble) section to the bottom of the model. It's best not to take chunks out of this piece.

8. Cut away sections of the floors, then glue them in appropriate parts of the building. Again, it's best to look at photographs of ruins. You may wish to leave enough floor area and space to make miniatures placement easy.

9. Add a piece of roof to the building if desired. You may need to score the roof along the crest.

10. The chimney is optional. It's an open ended box with a triangular section cut out to fit on the ridge of the roof. It has no tabs, but if you like, you can add them from a scrap of paper.

Tips for better models

* This model, more than others, benefits from having the edges touched up. Black india ink applied by brush is quick to apply, and mistakes look like fire damage.

* You may notice that the sheets are 8" x 10". This is so they'll print properly on even old colour inkjet printers. For best results, make sure "Fit to Page" is *off * when you print.

* If you don't want the little question mark icon and copyright icons to print, uncheck the "Annotations" box. They don't cover the models, so this step is optional.

* These models look great when printed out onto cardstock. However, if you're looking to make a Stalingrad style cityscape, it will take lots of time and lots of ink to print out enough. The easy solution is to print out one copy on high quality paper. Colour photocopy as many as you need. Remember that most photocopiers use 11" x 17" paper, so you can copy two sheets for the price of one. Use 3M spray glue (Photomount or Super77) to stick the paper onto cardstock, and assemble as normal. As a bonus, the copied buildings are water resistant, unlike most colour printer inks.







